
Herriman	Elementary	School	Community	Council	
Meeting	Minutes	for	September	24,	2026	 	Herriman	Elementary,	3:00pm	
 

Present: Laurie Goodsell 
Kelly Grundy 
Jinny Valle 
 

Misty Moss 
Jennifer McDaniel 
Diane Patterick 
 

Next meeting: December 3, 2026, at 3:00pm at Herriman Elementary 

1. Introductions and welcome to new members 

We welcomed Misty Moss and Diane Paterson to the School Community Council. Laurie gave a 
brief explanation of how the SCC works and what to expect.  

2. Election of new chair 

Laurie presented the two options allowed for Utah SCCs: a chair and vice chair or two co-chairs.  

Jinny motioned for having a chair and vice chair, and the vote was unanimous. 

Kelly nominated Jinny for chair; Jennifer seconds. Approved by unanimous vote.  

Jennifer nominated Misty for vice chair; Jinny seconds. Approved by unanimous vote.  

Laurie nominated Jennifer for chair, Jinny seconds. Approved by unanimous vote.  

3. Discussion of possible boundary changes for next year 

Laurie presented the SCC with the proposed school boundary changes, which the board is still 
deciding on. (The board is set to vote in these changes in December.) 

The change would move a very small section to Oak Leaf Elementary. At the moment, it would 
move just 11 kids out of boundary, but the board has floated the idea of allowing those kids 
already in school to permit back to Herriman Elementary. So there’s a chance it might not affect 
us at all.  

Laurie was hopeful that the district would do a boundary change that would bring even more 
kids into Herriman Elementary boundaries. With how full other elementary schools are, there 
seems to be a good possibility of this happening down the road.  

4. New school mission, vision, and values statements 

Laurie presented the new mission, vision, and values statements for Herriman Elementary. She 
said that it was clear that the old ones needed a refresh. The new statements were developed 
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with input from teachers and staff at Herriman Elementary, and they lean into the Portrait of a 
Graduate Statements developed by the district: 

• Vision: To build an inclusive school community that inspires curious minds and engaged, 
independent thinkers. 

• Mission: To guide and empower every student to become an active learner who thinks 
critically, collaborates with respect, and connects compassionately in order to prepare them 
for future growth in school and the world. 

• Values: We are curious. We are intentional. We are united. 

5. Review of TSSA and Land Trust Plans 

Laurie briefly explained the goals and how the Land Trust works and reminded us of the goals 
that we set for the current school year: 

o Land Trust Goal 1: Herriman Elementary will meet or exceed the state expectations for 
literacy proficiency. Our goal is that 72% of students will score proficient on the end of year 
Acadience test.  

This is the same as our current TSSA goal. Since 76.4% of our students showed typical or better 
proficiency last year, we feel confident that we will be able to meet this goal this year.  

o Land Trust Goal 2: Herriman Elementary will meet or exceed the state expectations for 
literacy growth. Our goal is that 65% of students will show typical or better growth on the 
end of year Acadience test  

Again, since 66.5% of our students showed typical or better growth last year, we believe that we 
will be able to meet this goal again this year. 

6. Review 2025–2026 Assessment Data 

Laurie discussed our school’s performance on the 2025–2026 Acadience and RISE assessments 
and showed how it related to both proficiency and growth.  

Someone asked about the tests and Laurie explained that Acadience is taken every year of 
elementary school, while the RISE test is given to 3rd-6th grades.  

o RISE ELA: Herriman Elementary is at the very top of the list of Proficient schools in Jordan 
School District, with 58% of our students proficient in ELA. Our Growth score was nearer the 
bottom at 49%. 
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o RISE MATH: Once again, Herriman Elementary is at the very top of the list of Proficient 
schools in Jordan School District, with 62.8% of our students proficient in math. Our Growth 
score was nearer the bottom at 30%. 

o RISE SCIENCE: Herriman Elementary is at the very top of the list of Proficient schools in 
Jordan School District, with 74.5% of our students proficient in science. Our Growth score 
was nearer the bottom at 36.5%. 

Laurie explained that these are very good scores, and we should be very proud. It is 
unprecedented in her career for a school to top the district in all three areas—she even called 
the district to make sure the numbers were correct. 

She credited our high scores to the hard work of teachers, support staff, kids, and parents.  

Diane asked a question about what the scores mean—Laurie and Kelly explained that Proficient 
means that they scored in the Green or Blue (3s and 4s) on the tests. In other words, the 
students are at or above grade level for the concepts they were tested on that year. Growth 
means that students made a year’s worth of progress from their Beginning of Year and End of 
Year scores. Its purpose as a metric is to make sure that, no matter where each child is in their 
academic abilities, each child is making steady progress to achieve their academic goals. 

Kelly noted a correlation between Proficiency and Growth Scores: it is rare for schools with high 
proficiency scores to also have high growth scores. This is simply because, with so many 
students at or above grade level already, the growth these students do is expected. (In other 
words, if students are already scoring 1s and 2s, it is expected that they’ll continue doing so. In 
schools with low proficiency scores, it more likely to have a larger percentage of students move 
from 1s and 2s to 3s and 4s by year end.)  

Laurie noted that Growth is a big focus this year at our school. It is very important to our school 
staff that we get as many students up to grade level as possible.  

Diane asked how many students are permitted in, and Laurie said she’d get the information for 
us at our next meeting. We also noted that we have a lot of single family homes at Herriman 
Elementary, and this stability is reflected in our test scores.  

7. Review 2025–2026 Acadience Assessment Data 

Laurie showed us a graph of our Acadience test scores over time. Our scores have been and 
remain high, but they are starting to trend downwards by a few percentages over the last few 
years. Laurie and the school staff are keeping a close eye on the trend, but it is hard to know the 
explanation behind it. 

Our students recently completed the Beginning of Year Acadience test. Laurie noted that these 
scores are surprisingly high for Beginning of Year test scores.  
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Grade Composite Score 

K 62% 

1 80% 

2 76% 

3 61% 

4 67% 

5 77% 

6 89% 

 
Diane asked if there is a correlation between behavior and test scores. Laurie said in her 
experience there is more likely to be a correlation between behavior and individual students’ 
test scores, but it is all averaged out when it comes to the grade level scores on the RISE and 
Acadience tests.  

Diane asked how we meet these goals academically. Laurie explained that our Land Trust 
funding goes towards aides and other professionals who help us in the classrooms. She 
explained the District does Tier II reading intervention (Walk to Read) and 3-4 aides are assigned 
to run that. Kids are divided by skill groups to address deficits, and the aides work with them to 
get them up to grade level.  

For kids already on grade level, teachers run enrichment groups so that they are getting 
instruction and making further progress during this time as well. 

As for math, there is a Tier II intervention for math, but most teachers run it individually in their 
classrooms. This year, we were really lucky to get a former middle school math teacher who 
works as an aide to help in the classroom. 

Aides and parents are a big help in getting kids up to grade level, regardless of whether a school 
is high-performing or under-performing. 

Our quarterly goal is to see a 2% increase from Beginning of Year to Middle of Year scores 
across all grade levels.   

8. Potential Fundraiser Need 

Jinny noted that our PTA fundraiser was falling far short of our hoped-for goals to fund field 
trips and school activities.  
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She noted that under district rules, the SCC is also allowed to run a fundraiser. If the PTA does 
not get the minimum funds for these activities, the SCC may need to discuss fundraising at our 
next meeting. 

9. Next meeting date agreed; meeting adjourned. 

Our next meeting will be held December 3, 2026, at 3:00pm at Herriman Elementary School. 


